
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What made you apply for our apprenticeship?  
 
When I applied, I was 18 years old and had just finished my A-levels. I wanted to try something 
different. I always enjoyed and had a passion for horticulture. From a young age, I loved being in 
the garden. This passion was further developed when I did environmental science at A-level. 
 
After my exams, I decided to pursue a job in horticulture. I got some work experience to 
understand what the working world of horticulture was like. I spent a week at Kew Gardens where I 
learned from professional gardeners and researchers. I thoroughly enjoyed my time there and it 
motivated me to look for apprenticeships in my area. Whilst researching, I saw the Worth Park 
Horticulture Apprenticeship advertised online and applied. 
 
How did you approach completing the application form and preparing for 
the assessment day? 
 
In my application, I made sure to show off my passion for horticulture. I talked about my previous 
experiences and active engagement in horticulture. For example, I mentioned that I did a few 
months of work experience with a maintenance company during the summer holidays.  
 
I also talked about my previous non-horticulture-related experience and how it would help me 
work with the public. For example, I previously worked as a lifeguard which taught me about 
customer care. 
 
I made sure to visit Worth Park before my interview date. I had a look at the formal gardens to get a 
feel for the area, to make myself more comfortable for interview day. I also made time to research 
the history of the park. This was to show my enthusiasm and commitment to this job. 

 
 

 

My experience 
We hear from Ollie who has recently completed 
his horticultural apprenticeship at Worth park. 

Ollie on the park’s brand new, 
state of the art ELECTRIC mower. 



 
What is it like to learn and work at Worth Park? 
 
Working here allows you to develop key horticulture skills and knowledge, including ways of 
working in tune with nature. From herbaceous border maintenance to edging, there’s a lot to learn. 
You can slowly build up your know-how over the 2 years in the park.  There’s a range of seasonal 
jobs which allow you to experience each season and the unique challenge they give. 
 
You also get to meet fellow horticulturalists who share the same passion. At Worth Park, you have 
an amazing team to support you in your learning. Once a week, you will also have the opportunity 
to go to Plumpton College. You’ll be able to learn the theory side of horticulture and then put it into 
action at Worth Park. This further strengthens and develops learning. 
 
What’s next for you, now you’ve completed your apprenticeship? 
 
I’m privileged to continue my learning through a studentship at RHS Wisley. This is a 2-year course 
consisting of a level 3 and 4 in horticulture.  This allows me to further explore and develop my skills 
and knowledge in different avenues of horticulture careers. Wisley will bring me a whole new 
challenge and learning. 
 
I’ll always remember my time at Worth Park. It’s truly an amazing place to learn the basics of 
sustainable horticulture. It will set you up well to continue developing your career in this area. 


